
Tina Dvorak works with summer enrichment student 
Amelia Withers in a creative art class taught by ele-
mentary art teacher, Cara Hutchison.

Shelly Orthober has been working as an educational 
aide for more than 20 years.  During Sevastopol’s 
summer enrichment program, she is pictured here 
helping Naveed Khan in the 4K classroom.

One would think that summer would be a slow 
time of year at a school. Yet at Sevastopol, many 
programs, events and improvements continue 
throughout the summer months. 

� e summer enrichmaent program brought in 
over 150 students. It is wonderful to have such a 
high participation level and to be able to o� er this 
program. Our teachers and aides aimed to incorpo-
rate fun within this learning opportunity. 

Our custodial crew is extremely busy preparing 
the building and grounds for the upcoming school 
year. Additionally, the cafeteria and high school gym 
are undergoing renovations. � ese projects are sep-
arate from the new building addition. Both of these 
projects are long overdue but have been on hold un-
til we knew the direction of the potential renovation 
which was approved with the referendum vote last 
November. Updating and improving these spaces, 
both of which are high tra�  c areas for students, will 
immediately improve the environment for our stu-
dents this fall. 

Financially, we are currently waiting for the � nal 
determination of the state biennial budget. � is 
two-year � nancial plan for the government will 
have a direct impact on our school district and local 
taxpayers. On occasion, it is helpful for our elected 
o�  cials to hear from their constituents. If you feel 
so moved, please reach out to our legislators.

Our annual school board meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, August 27 at 6:30 pm in the multi-purpose 
room. At that time, we will have presentations on 
our academic programs and our 2019-20 budget. 

If you have any questions about our school dis-
trict, I can be reached at (920) 743-6080 or kluedt-
ke@sevastopol.k12.wi.us.

Yours in education,

Kyle Luedtke, Superintendent

Whether motivating reluctant learners to complete assign-
ments, working with children to help them navigate school 
safely, or helping to reinforce a teacher’s new lesson, Sevasto-
pol educational aides have many di� erent responsibilities and 
are key members of the school’s instructional teams.

� eir work days are often � lled with the unexpected, yet 
their approach to guiding and instructing students are as con-
sistent as the school bells that guide them from room to room 
or from one assignment to another.

“In an important role like this, it is critical that our pa-
ra-professionals have both the ability to multi-task and be 
� exible with the changing needs of our students and class-
rooms,” said Melissa Marggraf, Director of Pupil Services. 
“� eir contributions to student success are both measureable 
and remarkable. � is is a result of their experience as well as 
their professional approach and collaboration with colleagues, 
parents, and students.”

Sometimes titled “para-professionals” at other school dis-
tricts, Sevastopol educational aides are found within multiple 
areas throughout the building. � ey assist with reading in-
struction as well as supervision of the playground. � ey work 
in special education, 4K, speech and language, the library, 
study hall, and in the English Language Learner (ELL) de-
partment. Although job responsibilities vary based on the age 
and needs of students, each aide works closely with teachers 
to tutor students individually, keeping them on task, or when 
working in small groups, reviewing lessons. In addition, each 
helps to ensure safety while modeling for behaviors and ex-
pectations, and all aides follow a daily schedule as outlined by 
the classroom teacher.

Pre-school teacher Tami Desotelle described the impor-
tance of aides.

“Children coming into school for the � rst time may be 
deal-
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Elementary staff and faculty pose for a picture on the last day of school.

Building Update - Facelift for Gym & cafeteria gets a new look
Summer enrichment program continues to be a hitINSIDE:
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A Note from District 
Administrator

Spotlight: Sevastopol Educational Aides 
 BY SUSAN ANSCHUTZ, PUPIL SERVICES & SPECIAL EDUCATION SECRETARY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2.
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� e Sevastopol Elementary 
spring art show was o�  cially on 
display at Stone Harbor Resort 
in downtown Sturgeon Bay until 
May 15th. � e display featured 

drawings, paintings, sculptures and 
weavings from 51 student-artists 
from 4K through 5th grade.  

A reception for family and 
friends of the young artists took 

place on April 5th in the lobby of 
Stone Harbor Resort. Participants 
and guests enjoyed cookies, punch 
and the opportunity to view the art 
on display. � e Sevastopol Elemen-

tary spring art show is a cherished 
tradition in which every student is 
given the opportunity to go to the 
show at least one time during their 
elementary career.

Calling All 
Sevastopol 
Alumni

Are you a ‘Proud Past Pioneer’ or 
do you know someone who is?

Sevastopol’s communications 
committee is seeking Sevastopol 
alumni to be highlighted in future 
issues of the Pioneer Times as well 
as on the district’s Facebook page. 
We look forward to sharing the sto-
ries, successes and triumphs of our 
graduates with the Sevastopol com-
munity. 

Submissions can be mailed di-
rectly to the school (Attn: Pioneer 
Times/Alumni) or emailed to sev-
astopolalumni@sevastopolschool.
com.

Please let us know why you would 
like to nominate an individual to be 
featured and provide contact infor-
mation so we can get in touch. You 
are encouraged to submit several 
names as there are many past Pio-
neers to be proud of.

Pioneer artists proudly share their work at Stone Harbor
BY CARA HUTCHISON,  ELEMENTARY ART TEACHER

CAPTION.

ing with separation issues from 
parents or with learning appropri-
ate behaviors,” she said. “Patience 
and a � rm but caring guidance for 
children is important, whether in 
4K or high school. � is consistency 
and genuine encouragement helps 
students to responsibly manage risks 
and to explore their own capabili-
ties.”

All educational aides in the dis-
trict participate in a program called 
Master Teacher Paraprofession-
al training, a 30-hour monitored 
module program that encompasses 

research-based reading, writing, and 
math instructional support. � e 
Para-Educator Online Training pro-
gram has helped newly hired aides 
adapt more quickly to instruction-
al expectations, and has con� rmed 
techniques and establish more con-
sistency for the experienced sta� . 
Many school districts recognize 
or use this certi� cation program 
throughout Wisconsin, according 
to facilitator and Reading Specialist 
Diane Jenquin.

In addition, aides attend various 
workshops and in-service training. 
� is August, a large group session 

will focus on best practices for 
co-teaching.

“As student needs change, so too 
does the type of training we o� er 
sta� . In addition to large group 
training, we are planning a small-
group course speci� cally for special 
education teams in order to provide 
e� ective support in inclusive class-
rooms,” Marggraf said. “Sharing 
best practices, and collaborating 
with all teachers are examples of 
what works well here.”

As an aide, there are many key 
moments that measure success. It 
might be a trusting relationship that 

has been established or one key mo-
ment that brings a smile or a new 
level of con� dence to thriving child 
who is learning something new.

“� ere are so many rewarding 
aspects about my job,” said Tina 
Dvorak, a special education aide in 
the elementary. “� e one thing that 
brings me the most satisfaction is 
when I’ve been helping a student, 
attempting to teach something in 
several di� erent ways to explore how 
he or she might best understand it, 
and then one day, it just clicks! � is 
is what brings me the greatest sense 
of accomplishment.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1.

Spotlight: Sevastopol Educational Aides

Janelle Hollingshead
HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS TEACHER

My name is Janelle 
Hollingshead, and I am 
excited to be teaching at 
Sevastopol High School. 
I look forward to build-
ing relationships with 
students, sta� , and par-
ents in the Sevastopol 
community.

I grew up in Newport, 
Rhode Island, moved to 
rural New York for col-
lege where I majored in 
Chemistry and Music, 
and then relocated to 
Chicago to complete my 
teaching certi� cation and 
obtain a master’s degree 
in education. I worked 
in Chicago Public Schools for 13 years at Lane Tech High School 
where I co-taught chemistry classes for 12 years and more recently 
taught physics. I look forward to the opportunity to teach physics and 
chemistry at Sevastopol, and hope to introduce students to both while 
teaching the physical science to them during their freshman year.

My experience has taught me a lot about classroom management 
without con� ict, cultural di� erences, and ways to communicate with 
diverse learners. I hope to teach Sevastopol students how to conduct 
science experiments, but also how to work well in a team, learn to ef-
fectively present their ideas to their peers, and ask each other e� ective 
questions so they can uncover knowledge together.

My husband and I own property in Sevastopol, and we love nature. 
I am looking forward to biking as well as cross-country skiing near 
Cave Point as we begin our next phase of living and working in Door 
County. I can’t wait to see the stars each night…in Chicago we only 
saw three. 

Michelle Jordan
HIGH SCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION AND AT RISK TEACHER

Hello! I am Michelle 
Jordan, and I am thrilled 
to be joining the Sevas-
topol team this coming 
school year.

I began my career at 
Eastern Illinois Universi-
ty as a registered dietitian 
and went back to school 
to become licensed in Spe-
cial Education in 2012. 
For the past seven years, I 
have taught K-12 special 
education at Washing-
ton Island School. I also 
taught family and con-
sumer science the past two 
years, as well as coached 
the trap and equestrian 
teams and was the student 
council adviser.

I truly believe that if students cannot learn from the way we teach, 
we must teach in a way that they can learn. I am excited to be able to 
� nd those ways to help students learn.

My husband, Tom, and I have four children ranging in age from 24 
to 17 years old. We moved from the Chicago area to Door County 17 
years ago when our youngest daughter was one month old. I love all 
that Door County has to o� er and cannot imagine living anywhere 
else.

I also enjoy snow skiing, gardening, knitting, and reading.

New Faculty

Michelle Jordan is pictured with her family (from left) 
Karoline, Bradley, Brien, Katy, Tom, and Michelle.

Janelle Hollingshead.



Pioneer Times • Sevastopol School News  August 2019 • PAGE 3 Pioneer Times • Sevastopol School News  

� e Gym Renovation Committee has 
been meeting for months in preparation 
for a major overhaul in functionality and 
design of the Middle/High School gym. 
A small committee of decision-makers 
included: Jay Brauer, Lindsay deYoung, 
Klayton Kindt, Roch Lautenbach, Super-
intendent Kyle Luedtke, Beth Rikkola, 
Roxanne Schopf, Mary Volkmann, Jen 
Wiesner, and Lisa Bieri.

Topics of concern included painting of 
the walls and � oors, bleachers, lighting, 
and recognition banners. Painting discus-
sions included incorporating school colors 
in a bold way, without using overwhelm-

ing or distracting schemes. � e bleachers 
installed in 1965 did not pass a safety in-
spection and must be replaced.  Bleacher 
options were plenty; expect some new and 
surprising comforts from which to cele-
brate your Pioneer Pride. � e hardwood 
� oor was installed in the mid-1980s and 
is in need of re� nishing. Court lines don’t 
change a lot but you can expect a new 
center court circle, color in the basketball 
shooting lanes, and other Pioneer red and 
black highlights. Much of the discussion 
revolved around how to update the dis-
plays for team conference, regional, sec-
tional and state championships, as well as 

individual state championship recogni-
tion. Several examples from other schools 
were compared and contrasted to help de-
termine what will be right for Sevastopol. 
Look for the intelligent redesign this Fall.  

Much of our school history is rooted in 
our athletics, and as the gymnasium reno-
vation is currently ongoing (check out the 
dramatic video on our school’s facebook 
page) everyone is eagerly waiting to see 
how the � nal design will create an excit-
ing arena for our school’s future. See you 
in the Fall! 

Middle/High School Gym Receiving 
a Summer Face Lift

BY KLAYTON KINDT, HIGH SCHOOL ART TEACHER

Building 
Update
July 2019
BY KYLE LUEDTKE,  DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

Sevastopol’s core planning team (CPT) continues 
to meet biweekly with Bray Architects and Miron 
Construction in preparation for the upcoming school 
renovation. � e public and Sevastopol Board of Edu-
cation received an update from Bray Architects at the 
regular board of education meeting on June 20, 2019. 
� e plans developed to date are located on the district’s 
home webpage under the title of New Building Render 
by Bray Architects.

While planning the project is a continual work in 
progress, the general � oor plan has been established. 
� e next planning phase will be within the details of 
the design. 

During the 2018-19 school year, sta�  members 
being impacted by the building changes had the op-
portunity to meet in small groups with the CPT to 
give their input. � ese same groups will now have the 
opportunity to contribute in this segment of the devel-
opment. Feedback provided from sta�  has been helpful 
with this process. � e discussions have generated many 
excellent ideas that re� ect the philosophy of Sevastopol 
and educating students in the future.

Additionally, during the CPT meetings our commit-
tee members are meeting with various engineers from 
Bray Architects and Miron Construction. Site develop-
ment, electrical, HVAC, water supply, tra�  c � ow and 
logistical needs are all being � ne-tuned and � nalized. 

� e � nancial impact of the planned renovation is 
always being considered as decisions are made by the 
CPT. � e project is currently trending on budget. 
Scheduling of the project was strategically built to 
maximize the bidding climate. � e bidding process 
is scheduled for January and February of 2020. Ear-
lier bidding would not impact the occupancy time of 
the new space which is scheduled for the fall of 2021. 
Groundbreaking will occur in the spring of 2020 when 
the weather permits.

Further information will be available at our an-
nual school board meeting on Tuesday, August 27 at 
6:30 pm and during our Elementary Open House on 
Wednesday, August 28.

Sevastopol’s cafeteria renovation com-
mittee has been meeting for months in 
preparation for a major overhaul in the re-
design of the school cafeteria. Committee 
members included Casey Andrews, Cara 
Hutchison, Jessica Killenberg, Klayton 
Kindt, Roch Lautenbach, Kyle Luedtke 
and Carissa Mann.

While the recent passing of the referen-
dum will not impact the school cafeteria, 
the committee set their goal of giving the 
existing cafeteria a complete “face-lift” to 
breathe new life into the space. 

� e speci� c renovations to the cafeteria 
include the removal of the drop ceiling to 
expose the unique architecture of the con-
crete beam that will be painted black and 
investing in new, colorful sound absorp-
tion products. Additionally, the cafeteria 
will feature upgraded suspended lighting 
and � ooring. � e combination of the sus-
pended panels and lighting coupled with 
the dark ceiling will give the illusion that 
the space is much larger.

One of the most exciting parts of this 
renovation will be the new graphic mu-

ral that will be painted by some of the 
committee members during the summer 
months.  � e mural will highlight Sevas-
topol academics, athletics, values and the 
community in a uniquely illustrative style. 

� ese updates will give the cafeteria a 
contemporary look that will re� ect a great 
sense of pride in the school community. 
� e committee will keep most of the up-
dates under wraps to add excitement for 
students returning to the 2019-20 school 
year. 

Sevastopol’s cafeteria to feature a new look
BY CARA HUTCHISON, ELEMENTARY ART TEACHER

August 5 and 6: School registration  
(12:00 to 6:30 p.m.)

August 5: 6th Grade orientation (7 p.m.)

August 6: 9th Grade orientation (7 p.m.)

August 28: Elementary Open House 5:30 to 7 p.m.

September 3: First Day of School

September 20:  School Picture Day

September 27: No School - In-Service Day

October 9 & 10:  Parent-Teacher Conferences

October 11: No School

October 18: Homecoming

November 1, 2, and 3: Fall Play

November 14:  MS/HS Choir Concert

November 27: 11:30 Dismissal

November 28 & 29: Thanksgiving Break

December 16:  MS/HS Band Concert

December 19: Grades 2-5 Christmas Concert 
(Noon and 6:30 p.m.)

December 23-31: No School/Winter Break

January 1: No School/New Year’s Day 

January 24: No School/In-Service Day

February (TBD):  Sadie Hawkins Dance

February 20: Parent-Teacher Conferences

February 28 - March 1: Musical

March 5: MS/HS Choir Concert

April 25: Prom

Week of April 27: MS/HS Band Concert 

May 21:  MS/HS Choir Concert

May 21: 4K-1 Concert

May 28: 8th Grade Graduation

May 31: High School Graduation

Calendar Dates (All dates and times are subject to change)
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William Albertson--Virginia Tech; Ocean Engineering
Hailey Anthony--UW-Green Bay; Psychology
Quincy Ash--Northern Michigan University; Medicinal Plant Chemistry
Molly Banks--UW-LaCrosse; Communications
Stephanie Bemmann--UW-LaCrosse
Myranda Bittorf--UW-Green Bay; Psychology
Gabrielle Bond--UW-Madison; Art or Biology
Kristina Bone--Northeast Wisconsin Technical College; Human Services
Jennifer Bustamante--Northeast Wisconsin Technical College; Nursing
Kyle Carlson-- UW-Platteville; Mechanical Engineering
Tyler Casey--Work force
Gale Chier--UW-Madison
Eli Chlubna--Northeast Wisconsin Technical College
Kayla Copiskey--University of Akron; Criminology
Ty DeWitt--Work force
Ashley Ellefson--UW-Green Bay; Nursing and Nurse Practitioner
Samantha Emerick--Academy of Beauty Professionals; Cosmetology
Alexis Fields--Work force
Eduardo Garcia Barahona--Culver-Stockton; Business
Liza Geuke--Northeast Wisconsin Technical College; Dental Assistant

Jasmine Gonzalez--UW-Milwaukee; Psychology
Shianne Grosbeier--Lakeshore Technical College; Pharmacy Technician
Miah Haberli—Undecided
Preston Haen-- Northeast Wisconsin Technical College; Welding
Margaret Hartman--Marquette University; Marketing
Peyton Hurth--UW-Platteville; Mechanical Engineering
Breanna Hutton--UW-Milwaukee; Film and Advertising
Reetika Jandu--UW-Madison; Pre-med
Jeremy Jorns--United States Air force; Special Ops
Rooke Knapton--University of Oregon; Business and Chinese
Alex Krause--University of North Dakota; Aviation Program
Maxwell Krohn--UW-Oshkosh; Marketing
Ethan Kroll--Northeast Wisconsin Technical College; Automation Engineering Technol-
ogy
Alexis Lautenbach--Northeast Wisconsin Technical College; Business Management
Teagan LaVigne--UW-River Falls; Horticulture
Morgan Long--Northeast Wisconsin Technical College; Nursing
Emmaline Mann--Ripon College; Early Childhood Education
Natalie Meikle--UW-Whitewater; Theatre Performance
Amber Roalkvan--Northeast Wisconsin Technical College

Jose Martin Rodriguez--Work force
Vidal Rosales--Universal Technical Institute; Collision Repair and Re�nishing
Marlen Sanchez--Northeast Wisconsin Technical College; Music Production and Busi-
ness Management
Jaden Sawyer--Northeast Wisconsin Technical College; Business Management
Kaitlyn Schauske--UW-Madison; Actuarial Science
Karley Schram--UW-River Falls; Animal Science
Ashley Schultz--Michigan Technological University; Mechanical and Electrical Engineer-
ing
Matthew Sharley--UW-Milwaukee
Ethan Short--Undecided
Sierra Stamm--Work force
Nathan Stenzel-- St. Norbert College; Education
Arielle Strege--Northeast Wisconsin Technical College; Massage Therapy
Jose Tlatempa-Dominguillo--UW-Oshkosh; Computer Science
Hannah Walsh--Fox Valley Technical College; Veterinary Technician
Sadie Weckler--Northeast Wisconsin Technical College; General Studies
Brandon Wilcox--Work force
Rebecca Wilke--UW-Platteville; Animal Science and Agribusiness

Sevastopol High School’s graduating Class 
of 2019 was honored at a commencement cer-
emony on Sunday, June 2, together with more 
than 350 family members, Sevastopol School 
Board members and sta�, as well as friends 
from the community.

Class Valedictorian Ashley Ellefson and Sa-
lutatorian Reetika Jandu addressed the class 

remarking on the experiences they hold close 
with classmates and teachers. �eir messages 
encouraged the group of 56 graduates to look 
to their future with excitement, while remem-
bering that each was part of something special 
at Sevastopol. A moment of silence was also 
shared in memory and honor of Sevastopol 
Elementary Secretary Paula Symons.

�e middle school and high school band 
and choir presented a beautiful performance 
for guests, and a class video shared memories 
and highlights featuring each of the graduat-
ing seniors.

High School Principal Adam Baier con-
gratulated the class on their academic perfor-
mance as well as their personal and commu-

nity service contributions while at Sevastopol. 
�e Class of 2019 was presented with their 
diplomas by school board members Lisa Beri, 
Karen Brauer, and Cindy Ehlers along with 
Sevastopol Superintendent Kyle Luedtke. Fol-
lowing is a list highlighting each of the gradu-
ates and their future plan as well as a listing of 
scholarships received.

Congratulations to the Class of 2019!

Class of 2019 Post-Graduation Plans

2019 Door Association for Home and Community Education Scholarship — Natalie 
Meikle
Carl Scholz Scholarship—Natalie Meikle
Carl Scholz Scholarship—Kaitlyn Schauske
Country Visions Cooperative & CP Feeds, LLC Scholarship —Rebecca Wilke
Culver-Stockton Wildcat Scholarship—Eduardo Garcia Barahona
Darlene and Wayne Harmann Scholarship—Teagan LaVigne
Dirk Sorensen Scholarship—Jeremy Jorns
Door County Fire Fighter’s Scholarship—Myranda Bittorf
Door County Medical Center Auxiliary—Ashley Ellefson
Door Peninsula Astronomical Society Scholarship—Ashley Schultz
Dr. John and Mary Ann Tong Memorial Scholarship—Amber Roalkvan
Golden Heart Award Scholarship—Margaret Hartman
H.R. Holand Lodge #549 Sons of Norway—Kaitlyn Schauske
Hope Church Scholarship—Rooke Knapton
Jacksonport Advancement Corp. Scholarship--Stephanie Bemmann
Jandu Family Scholarship—Margaret Hartman
Jody Arbter Speech and Language Scholarship--Alex Krause
Jody Arbter Speech and Language Scholarship—Emmaline Mann
Joe Peterson Award—Peyton Hurth
John Bobb Memorial Scholarship—Hannah Walsh
Kenneth Anderson Endowment Scholarship—Kaitlyn Schauske
Kenneth Anderson Endowment Scholarship—Margaret Hartman
Kenneth Anderson Endowment Scholarship—Natalie Meikle
Marquette University Grant—Margaret Hartman
Marquette University-Pere Marquette Scholarship—Margaret Hartman
Michigan Technological University Leading Scholar Award—Ashley Schultz
Miss Door County Participation Scholarship—Natalie Meikle
Northern Sky Theater Werner and Sue Krause Scholarship—Natalie Meikle
P.E.O. Chapter DF Joan Hislop Scholarship—Natalie Meikle
Peninsula Players Scholarship—Natalie Meikle

Pioneer Athletic Booster Club—Kaitlyn Schauske
Pioneer Athletic Booster Club—Nathan Stenzel
Raymond F. and Eleanor A Pesch Scholarship—Kayla Copiskey
Right to Life Scholarship—Teagan LaVigne
Ripon Amegard Endowed Scholarship—Emmaline Mann
Ripon College Grant—Emmaline Mann
Ripon Faculty Scholarship—Emmaline Mann
Robert J. Sto�el Sr. Memorial Scholarship—Rebecca Wilke
Rotary Rising to the Challenge Scholarship—Shianne Grosbeier
Rotary Service Above Self Scholarship—Ashley Ellefson
Rotary Service Above Self Scholarship—Natalie Meikle
Scholarships Inc. Distinguished Student Award—Ashley Ellefson
Sevastopol Education Foundation Scholarship—Kyle Carlson
Sevastopol Education Foundation Scholarship—Gale Chier
Sevastopol Education Foundation Scholarship--Kaitlyn Schauske
Sevastopol Extraordinary Volunteerism Award—Natalie Meikle
Sevastopol FFA Alumni Scholarship—Kyle Carlson
Sevastopol FFA Alumni Scholarship—Teagan LaVigne
Sevastopol FFA Alumni Scholarship—Kaitlyn Schauske
Sevastopol FFA Alumni Scholarship—Hannah Walsh
Sevastopol FFA Alumni Scholarship—Rebecca Wilke
Sevastopol Scholarship—Will Albertson
Sevastopol Scholarship—Molly Banks
Sevastopol Scholarship—Stephanie Bemmann
Sevastopol Scholarship—Gale Chier
Sevastopol Scholarship—Kayla Copiskey
Sevastopol Scholarship—Ashley Ellefson
Sevastopol Scholarship—Miah Haberli
Sevastopol Scholarship—Margaret Hartman
Sevastopol Scholarship—Breanna Hutton
Sevastopol Scholarship—Reetika Jandu

Sevastopol Scholarship—Alex Krause
Sevastopol Scholarship—Teagan LaVigne
Sevastopol Scholarship—Natalie Meikle
Sevastopol Scholarship—Kaitlyn Schauske
Sevastopol Scholarship—Karley Schram
Sevastopol Scholarship—Nathan Stenzel
St. Norbert Berne Abbey/De Wan Award—Nathan Stenzel
St. Norbert Grant—Nathan Stenzel
St. Norbert John F. Kennedy Scholarship—Nathan Stenzel
Stanley H. Ostrand Scholarship—-Miah Haberli
Sturgeon Bay Sevastopol Wrestling Alumni Scholarship—Peyton Hurth
Sue Todey Drug Alliance Prevention Scholarship—Natalie Meikle
University of Akron-Akron Guarantee Scholarship—Kayla Copiskey
University of North Dakota Freshman Scholarship—Alex Krause
University of Oregon--Minds Move Mountains Scholarship—Rooke Knapton
UW-Green Bay –University Academic Excellence Scholarship—Ashley Ellefson
UW-Platteville Academic Merit Scholarship—Kyle Carlson
UW-Platteville Academic Merit Scholarship—Peyton Hurth
UW-Platteville Community Scholarship— Kyle Carlson
UW-Platteville-William D. and Rita A. Henquinet Scholarship—Rebecca Wilke
UW-River Falls Academic Scholarship—Teagan LaVigne
UW-River Falls Academic Scholarship—Karley Schram
UW-Whitewater-Wynett Barnett Freshman Scholarship—Natalie Meikle
Virginia Tech Emerging Leader Scholarship--William Albertson
Virginia Tech Grant—William Albertson
Virginia Tech Regimental Band Scholarship—William Albertson
Wisconsin Academic Excellence Scholarship—Ashley Ellefson
Wisconsin Bankers Foundation—Shianne Grosbeier
Wisconsin Technical Excellence Scholarship—Ethan K

Scholarships
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Celebrating learning, and students’ success was the focus of the annual Academic Recognition Luncheon at �e Log Den on Wednesday, April 24.  Fourteen students were inducted into the 
National Honor Society, while 68 students were recognized for having a 3.8 GPA or higher over the course of one calendar year.  �ese students have set the highest standard for themselves and 
others.  �ey have realized their goals while accomplishing the school’s goal for them.  

�e Following students were recognized for earning a 3.8 GPA for one or two semesters:
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Academic Luncheon Celebrates Students’ Success
BY MINDI VANDERHOOF, HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH TEACHER

Academic Luncheon Honorees- Front Row: Miah Haberli, Noah Tomaszewski, Haylen Retzla�, Rebekah Andreae, Ashley Ellefson, Breanna Jacobs, Hailey Anthony, Emma 
Mann, Karley Schram, Amber Roalkvan, Margaret Ripp, Rylee Krishka, McKenzie Wiesner, MeKayla Tanck. Row 2: Samuel Abel, Cole Dvorak, Kaitlyn Heath, Melissa Lopez, Kel-
ly Cater, Rachel Hietpas, MacKenzie Ellefson, Sophia Lautenbach, Mya Ploor, Abigail Banks, Jenna Engeldinger, Laci Lautenbach, Abigail Schauske, Adriana Hernandez, Scott 
Andreae. Row 3: Jose Tlatempa, Andrew Salisbury, Cloe Raynier, Gabrielle Bond, Madisen Duginski, Cynthia Manson, Kailee Moe, Elizebeth Fiscus, Ainsley Salisbury, Sasha 
Laaksonen, Kelsey Christiansen, Lillian Turner, Olivia Stenzel, Kylie Newton, Shianne Grosbeier. Row 4: Logan Beyer, Stephanie Bemmann, Margaret Hartman, Molly Banks, 
Kayla Copiskey, Ashley Schultz, Kaitlyn Schauske, Reetika Jandu, Colby Demmin, Ellie Krohn, Madilyn Volkmann, Natalie Zawojski,  Brooklyn Brauner, Lezly Ruiz, Samantha 
Di�ert, Lexie Henkel. Back Row: Jeremy Jorns, Nathan Stenzel, Kyle Carlson, Peyton Hurth, Caden Kacmarynski, Alex Krause, William Albertson, Tyler Kiehnau, Carter Bieri, 
Mark Herrell, Emmet Tomaszewski, Jack de Young, Franklin Ash. Photo by Matt Orthober.

Grade 9:
Franklin Ash
Carter Bieri
Brooklyn Brauner
Jack deYoung
Colby Demmin
Samantha Di�ert
Mark Herrell
Ellie Krohn
Lezly Ruiz
Emmett Tomaszewski
Lillian Turner
Madilyn Volkmann
Natalie Zawojski

Grade 10:
Samuel Abel
Margaret Ripp
Rebekah Andreae
Scott Andreae
Abigail Banks
Logan Beyer
Kelsey Christiansen
Cole Dvorak
Jenna Engeldinger
Lexie Henkel
Adriana Hernandez
Rylee Krishka
Sasha Laaksonen

Laci Lautenbach
Kylie Newton
Haylen Retzla�
Abigail Schauske
Olivia Stenzel
Mekayla Tanck
Noah Tomaszewski
McKenzie Wiesner

Grade 11:
Kaitlynn Heath
Breanna Jacobs
Andrew Salisbury
Kelly Cater

Cloe Raynier
Madisen Duginski
Rachel Hietpas
Caden Kacmarynski
Sophia Lautenbach
Cynthia Manson
Kailee Moe
Mya Ploor
Ainsley Salisbury

Grade 12:
Gabrielle Bond
Kyle Carlson
Shianne Grosbeier

Miah Haberli
Peyton Hurth
Alex Krause
Amber Roalkvan
Jose Tlatempa-Dominguillo
Hailey Anthony
Emma Mann
Karley Schram
Ashley Schultz
William Albertson
Kayla Copiskey
Ashley Ellefson
Reetika Jandu
Kaitlyn Schauske

Current National Hon-
ors Society Members:
Molly Banks
Ashley Ellefson
Sophia Lautenbach

The following students 
were new inductees to 
The National Honors 
Society:
Stephanie Bemmann
Kyle Carlson
Elizebeth Fiscus
Margaret Hartman

Rachel Hietpas
Reetika Jandu
Jeremy Jorns
Caden Kacmarynski
Cynthia Manson
Kailee Moe
Mya Ploor
Kaitlyn Schauske
Ashley Schultz
Nathan Stenzel

National Honors Society- Front Row: Reetika Jandu, Caden Kacmarynski, Nathan Stenzel, Marga-
ret Hartman. Row 2: Jeremy Jorns, Rachel Hietpas, Mya Ploor, Kyle Carlson, Ashley Schultz. Row 
3: Cynthia Manson, Stephanie Bemmen, Kailee Moe, Elizebeth Fiscus, Kaitlyn Schauske. Photo by 
Matt Orthober.

Elementary students celebrate end of year with field day
Elementary sta� and students took part in “�eld day” on June 7th where children participated in a variety of engaging activities including a three-legged race, gunny sack race, putting challenges, relay races, and more.
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After 15 years as a patrol deputy, Mark Hil-
sabeck has a new beat — the halls of Sevasto-
pol school.

When classes resume in September, he will 
be at the main entrance, in uniform, to greet 
students, teachers and parents. 

Hilsabeck hopes to make a di�erence in 
the lives of his charges, “the kids,” as he calls 
them.

He grew up here, graduated from Sturgeon 
Bay high school in 1984, then spent 11 years 
in the Air Force, primarily in law enforcement. 
He met his wife in Montana, got married and 
they had two children, now adults, both born 
in military hospitals at duty stations in Mich-
igan and Italy.

Door County beckoned him home, and 
he joined the Sheri�’s Department in 2002. 
Now he and two fellow deputies — assigned 
to Gibraltar and Southern Door — are about 
to transition into new roles as school resource 
o�cers, or SROs.

As for his part, Hilsabeck foremost wants 
to be a mentor who students trust and will 
come to with problems and questions. On the 
road, he too often met people whose wayward 

directions were already set. “It’s nice to meet 
people early before they make bad decisions,” 
he said.

Although the job, as Sheri� Tammy Ster-
nard explained, is “a work in progress,” Hil-
sabeck wants to be proactive. He expects to 
teach students about dangers, for example, in 
using social media and drinking and driving. 
And, of course, he will be there to patrol the 
halls and respond to threats of any kind.

Sternard said SROs will be fully uniformed 
and carry a �rearm. “�at’s how we’ll start, 
but we will be evaluating as we go and proba-
bly make tweaks.” She expects the role of the 
SRO to vary from district to district. “We 
want it to be unique to that school.”

�e three SROs have already gone through 
a week-long course from the National Asso-
ciation of School Resource O�cers, and they 
will receive training in school-threat assess-
ment, forensic interviews for youths and the 
technology of social media. Sternard expects 
the SROs to work as a team, sharing informa-
tion and ideas. 

A selection panel that included the sheri�, 
district superintendents and a veteran SRO 

from another rural community heard the 
three �nalists make a 10-minute presentation 
on the qualities of a good SRO. Sternard said 
she is very pleased with the outcome.

Each district will underwrite 80 percent 
of the cost to the county. Sevastopol entered 
into a three-year contract: $64,000, 2019-20; 
$62,000, 2020-21; and $60,000, 2021-22.

During the school year, the deputies will 
follow the hours of the teachers, and, beyond 
that, they are expected to attend four to six 
events a month, such as plays, concerts and 
sports games. When school’s out, they will 
take on regular duties, with the sheri� respon-
sible for their pay.

�e use of SROs in Door County is long 
overdue, the sheri� said, and she campaigned 
for o�ce pledging to institute the program.

“It’s important for people to understand 
that the focus on school safety is the responsi-
bility of all of us.” She envisions the program 
as primarily preventative, and she believes as 
SROs build relationships with students, po-
tential problems can be averted. Young peo-
ple, she said, cope in a world of threats un-
known to their parents and grandparents. 

     To introduce the resource o�cers to stu-
dents, parents and the community, Sternard 
plans an open house at each school during 
August registrations.

Sevastopol Superintendent Kyle Luedtke 
looks forward to having a full-time o�cer. “I 
think people are accustomed to seeing a uni-
formed o�cer within our building,” he said. 
At present, o�cer Jim Grondin is assigned for 
four hours a week.

“It is always comforting to have O�cer 
Grondin in our building,” Luedtke said. “Jim 
has contributed greatly to the improvement of 
our safety plans and procedures. He has been 
a strong supporter of a full-time SRO for Sev-
astopol for a long time.”

Luedtke’s expectations for a full-time SRO 
mirror those of Sheri� Sternard. “Our goal 
with the school resource o�cer is to build 
positive relationships with students, improve 
our safety practices and provide educational 
opportunities.” 

Autism Day raised awareness of developmental disorders
Sevastopol now emphasizes a holistic approach to ‘embracing di�erences’ 
among all students

BY MICHAEL KILLENBERG, COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER

Mark Hilsabeck at breakfast with Southern Door students in March.

Mark Hilsabeck 
has a new beat — 
the halls of 
Sevastopol school
 BY MICHAEL KILLENBERG, COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER

National autism day, April 2, was a low-key 
a�air at Sevastopol this year, and that’s a good 
thing.

“Today, it’s not just about spotlighting au-
tism — the sta� and teachers are well aware of 
kids with di�erences,” said Jessica Killenberg, 
a special education aide with personal experi-
ence on the subject. Now Sevastopol’s autism 
endeavors have transitioned into a holistic 
strategy that stresses inclusiveness and empa-
thy for all students.

“Our daughter, Olivia, is autistic. We’re 
open about it. We talked it out, the kids 
know. And they’re great to Olivia.” Children, 
she said, generally understand and help peo-
ple who exhibit obvious di�erences, as in Ol-
ivia’s case.

Autism, however, is often a hidden disabili-
ty, and those in the autism spectrum can vary 
dramatically in terms of symptoms and social 
behaviors, even if they do not exhibit notice-
able physical di�erences.

Autism, too, is increasingly prevalent. Ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Control 

autism is the fastest-growing developmental 
disability, and in 2018, the CDC estimated 
that 1 in 59 children had autism spectrum 
disorder.

What about at Sevastopol? How prevalent 
is autism? Unless medically diagnosed, the 
number of autistic children attending Sevas-
topol is not easy to verify, Killenberg said. �e 
inescapable fact is more and more people are 
being diagnosed with autism.

“Even if you are not directly touched by 
autism, you will increasingly come into con-
tact with someone on the autism spectrum,” 
Killenberg said. “�ey are our neighbors, they 
are friends, they are people we go to church 
with.”

�anks, in part, to heightened under-
standing and awareness of autism, schools 
commonly teach students to recognize and 
accept people who are di�erent by normative 
standards but no di�erent when it comes to 
human needs.

Social di�erences among students include 
those who might not make friends as easily as 

their peers. “We teach students to recognize 
that everyone has di�erent gifts and abilities, 
but one thing that is in common is the need 
for friendship and acceptance,” Killenberg 
said.

At Sevastopol, the whole school is involved, 
as exempli�ed in a large mural with the color-
ful heading, “Embrace di�erences. At Sevasto-
pol ‘We All Fit In!’”

A motivating force, said Killenberg, is Holly 
Retzla�, the elementary guidance counselor.

Retzla� helped unite the school in adopt-
ing the “We All Fit In” theme. And it further 
helps that 4K through high school are in the 
same building. “We treat each other as fam-
ily,” Killenberg said, “and the foundation set 
in elementary school has carried on to high 
school, where the older kids are setting a good 
example.”

�e new building will also improve con-
ditions for special education students. Right 
now, some special education spaces — several 
actually converted closets — have no windows 
and, as a result, heighten a sense of isolation.

Building plans include a so-called “sensory 
room” where kids, for example, can self-reg-
ulate or regain focus so they can be ready 
to learn. “Going to a sensory room is not a 
time out, not a negative thing,” Killenberg ex-
plained. “It’s a place where students can take 
a break and regulate their bodies so that they 
can be successful.”

Another planned addition will be a room 
that includes a kitchen and washer and dryer 
so special education students can learn valu-
able life skills.

On April 2, and every Tuesday in April, 
many sta� and students wore autism aware-
ness T-shirts, commemorating autism month.

 For her part, Jessica Killenberg is pleased 
there is not just an emphasis on raising aware-
ness but that there is greater emphasis on tying 
in autism with an array of human di�erences.

“We’re all in this together,” she said.
 

Editor’s note: Jessica Killenberg is the writer’s 
daughter-in-law.
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Pioneers of all ages took part in Sevastopol’s annual summer 
school program, completing the second year under the cur-
rent format dubbed ‘Summer Enrichment’. Over 150 students 
along with eleven teachers, seven associates and �ve student 
volunteers enjoyed the three-week long session that ran from 
July 8th-25th.

“Summer enrichment means creating new experiences that 
are not easily implemented within the school year,” program 
coordinator and director of pupil services, Melissa Marggraf 
said. “�e sta� is able to be creative and introduce new ideas 
and experiences for students. It is a chance to think outside the 
box and learn something new.”

While traditionally summer school programs tend to put a 
heavier focus on academic remediation, Sevastopol’s program 
sought to balance remediation and enrichment. In addition to 
opportunities to polish up academic skills, Sevastopol’s sum-
mer enrichment provided students of all academic abilities the 
chance to partake in a favorite hobby or try a new skill in the 
areas of art, cooking, communication, music, athletics, and 
more. 

“�e goal for the enrichment program is to have our stu-
dents want to come to school,” Marggraf said.  “�ose stu-

dents who could bene�t from intervention were given priority 
when choosing enrichment activities. Students in intervention 
worked on skills and then participated in activities they chose.”

Sevastopol seventh-grader Lucas Delsart enjoyed the sum-
mer enrichment experience.

“Summer school is a good experience because it gets you out 
of the house in the summer and you get to do social activities 
with other people,” Delsart said. “You get to be with friends 
and also make new friends.”

Fourth-grader Rayshaune Johnson agrees.
“I agree,” he said. “It gets me out of the house and I liked 

that you get to see your friends from the school year that you 
wouldn’t normally be able to see. One of my favorite moments 
was when we were playing football and tug of war.”

�e program took place Mondays through �ursdays, with 
daily sessions running from 8:00-12:00. Transportation was 
provided within the district to summer enrichment attendees 
along with both breakfast and lunches provided at no cost to 
students.

Margra� noted that executing a successful summer school 
program meant coordinating with other school department 
leaders such as building, grounds and transportation director, 

Roch Lautenbach along with food services director, Casey An-
drews.

“All Sevastopol sta� work to accommodate families.” Marg-
graf continued. “Our transportation director and his sta� per-
sonally communicate with families to do their best to meet the 
parent and guardian needs in regards to student transporta-
tion.  In addition, the food service sta� worked to ensure that 
all students had access to a healthy breakfast snack and lunch.”

Marggra� was pleased with how smoothly the enrichment 
program ran and looks forward to continuing to grow the pro-
gram with opportunities to meet the needs of more students.

“I feel extremely satis�ed that we have provided program-
ming that expose our students to new ideas,” she said. “Each 
year the program continues to improve and more students are 
participating.  Summer enrichment is a joyous time and the 
students and sta� like being a part of the relaxed and fun at-
mosphere.”

Johnson looks forward to being in the program next year. 
“I would hope to come here next year because it was really fun 

for me,” he said..

Sevastopol’s summer enrichment program 
continues to be a hit

 BY JUSTIN SKIBA, THIRD GRADE TEACHER



News from the 
Athletic Director
  

Sevastopol had numerous spring athletes who were 
recognized for their outstanding athletic prowess this 
spring. 

Congratulations to the athletes for achieving all con-
ference accolades in their respective sports.

Students who are participating in a fall sport need all 
paperwork completed and turned in PRIOR to partici-
pating in ANY practices, games, meets, or events.  Here 
is a list of the necessary paperwork: 
 

• Sports Physical (Once in MS, Freshman & Junior year) 
• Alternate Year Card (Sophomore & Senior year) 
• Athletic Training Consent Form (Signed and returned once in 

MS & once in HS) 
• Athlete Emergency Contact Form (Signed once, update as 

necessary) 
• Student Athlete Handbook Acknowledgement Form (Signed 

and returned every year) 
• WIAA Eligibility Info Form (Signed and returned every year)

Baseball 
 TOP HITTERS ALL CONFERENCE 

 .435 Ethan Kroll                    Senior
 .364 Jaden Sawyer                    Senior 
 .351 Nathan Stenzel                  Senior 

 1ST TEAM ALL CONFERENCE 
Out�elder                Ethan Kroll           Senior 

2ND TEAM ALL CONFERENCE 
In�elder        Josh P�ieger          Junior 

Out�elder               Jaden Sawyer      Senior 

HONORABLE MENTION 
Pitcher                   Robby Pollman    Junior 
In�elder                 Nathan Stenzel    Senior 

Softball 
2ND TEAM ALL CONFERENCE 

In�elder  Lauren Junion Junior 

HONORABLE MENTION 
Utility Player Karley Schram Senior 

Soccer 
CONFERENCE CO-PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Reetika Jandu     Senior 

1ST TEAM ALL CONFERENCE 
Forward Reetika Jandu                     Senior 
Mid�eld     Kayla Copiskey                Senior 
Defender    Rebecca Andreae             Sophomore 

HONORABLE MENTION 
Goalie           Stephanie Bemmann         Senior 
Mid�eld        Chilina Cuellar  Sophomore 

State Track Results 
Triple Jump                 Zoe Kuehn  9th place 
800 Meter                   Olivia Stenzel  7th place 
Long Jump                  Kiegen Sargent  6th Place 
High Jump                  Lacie Lautenbach 4th Place 
4 X 800 relay              Olivia Stenzel  2nd Place 
4 X 800 relay              Mya Ploor  2nd Place 
4 X 800 relay              Zoe Kuehn  2nd Place 
4 X 800 relay              Lizzie Fiscus  2nd Place 

Golf 
1st TEAM All Conference 

Tyler Kiehnau       Junior

Winter Sports All-Conference Honors
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38th annual Sevastopol FFA Dairy Breakfast was held Sunday, 
July 7th at the Thresheree Grounds outside of Valmy. The 
breakfast also included live music, a petting zoo, and demon-
strations of actual vintage farm equipment including a rock 
crusher and sawmill  among others (machine demonstrations 
sponsored by the NEW Antique Power Association).  This year 
the breakfast served over 3400 people. Proceeds from the 
event go for FFA scholarships, transportation costs to various 
activities including the annual convention,  and for supple-
menting the green house expenses used by the Agriculture 
Department. 

38th annual Sevastopol FFA Dairy Breakfast

 Boy’s Track. Girl’s Track. Golf

Baseball.Girl’s Soccer. Softball.

Girl’s Soccer.

Girl’s Soccer.




